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Danville, IL World War 2  Event Photos by Piotr Krawerenda, WW2 HRS Press Corps 
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Elkhart, IN World War 2  Event Photo by Heinz Thiel, WW2 HRS Press Corps 
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The 62
nd

 Soviet army announces with great sadness 

the death of long-time reenactor Paul L Johnson.  

Johnson, a Marine veteran of the Vietnam War, died 

suddenly of heart disease at this home near LaPorte, 

Indiana on February 28th.  Paul had just returned 

from the Show of Shows in Louisville with his 

friends when, according to the medical examiner, he 

passed quite quickly almost immediately upon 

entering his door.  Johnson was 70 years old. 

 

Paul Johnson began reenacting in the early 1980s, 

joining the 110
th
 Panzergrenadier Regiment.  He 

continued, primarily in a German infantry 

impression, subsequently joining 2
nd

 Panzer and 

finally the 62nd Soviet (aka 8
th
 Guards) Army. 

During his reenacting career Mr. Johnson participated 

as Japanese and Soviet Infantry, French partisan, U. 

S. Marine as well as German Infantry and Cavalry.  

He was also knowledgeable of Civil War 

and Indian War equipment and tactics, and 

he participated in some of those events 

over the years.  His last reenacting outing 

was at Conneaut Ohio in 2014, in the 

impression of a partisan.  He was active to 

the last and was working on yet another 

impression at the time of his death. 

 

Johnsonôs interest in German cavalry and 

other horse-related equipment led to an 

extensive collection, upon which he based 

his first book, Horses of the German Army 

in WWII published in 2006 by Schiffer 

Military History Publications.  A second 

book, of which Johnson was the co-author, 

The Troop Bicycle of the German 

Wehrmacht, was published in 2013 by B 

and D publications LLC.  Johnson was 

acknowledged as well for his role in 

coordinating communications for all four 

of the well-regarded D-Day events in the Chicago 

area.  For his role in the last of these in 1994 he was 

recognized with a citation from the WWII 

Commemoration Committee of the Department of 

Defense.  

 

Paul was a very successful manager and instructor for 

AT&T prior to his retirement, having worked himself 

up from installer/repair duties. The skill sets acquired 

in his telecommunications career, as well as his 

numerous other talents were of great benefit to the 

reenacting community. Semper Fi, Paul Johnson.  

You will be missed! 

 

Due to the fact that some of Paulôs extended family 

live abroad, memorials have been deferred until early 

summer. 

John Ryan, 62
nd

 Soviet
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WWII HRS Scholarship 2015 
 

In 2010 the membership approved the creation of an 

HRS scholarship.  The effort behind the scholarship 

was twofold.  The primary goal is to assist the 

younger members of our organization in their pursuit 

of higher education.  Obviously historical reenacting 

is an expensive hobby that can be a near impossibility 

for some students.  Secondly we will help grow 

interest in historical reenacting as an educational 

endeavor which is part of the mission of our Society.  

The scholarship will be awarded to a full time 

undergraduate or graduate student.  The preferred 

majors are history, museum studies, or archeology 

however all HRS member students are encouraged to 

apply.  The award can be used towards tuition or 

books and will be paid to the studentôs college or 

university to be credited to their account.  Note that 

any family or relations of any board of directors or 

staff of the WWII HRS will be ineligible for this 

award.  

 

Please send the applications to the WWII HRS Vice 

President. The amount of the award is $500.  

 

Eligibility:  

1. Must be a current member of HRS in good 

standing in at least their second year of membership.  

2. Must be registered as a full-time student; 

undergraduate or graduate; at an accredited college or 

university.  

3. Must demonstrate a minimum GPA of 2.75.  

4. Must currently be a history or associated major, 

however if there is not any history or associated 

major that apply then all majors are eligible.  

5. Must not have received a previous HRS 

scholarship.  

 

Requirements:  

The student should write a 500-word essay describing 

their qualifications and justification for receiving the 

HRS scholarship.  It should also include the studentôs 

future plans in reenacting.  A letter of 

recommendation from their unit commander should 

also be included.  If the student is the unit 

commander for their unit, then another commander 

can supply the letter.  Unofficial transcripts or a letter 

from the studentôs college or university stating that 

the studentôs current major and GPA needs to be 

included along with a recent picture in WWII 

uniform of the student. 

 

Deadline: July 1  

Notification : August 1  

 

An article highlighting the student will be in the 

Society publication, The Edge, after the scholarship 

is awarded.  

 

Review: 

A committee consisting of an Allied, an Axis, and a 

Commonwealth member will review and give 

recommendation to the Society board of directors for 

awarding the scholarship based on the submitted 

applications.  
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From HRS Treasurer  

Wayne McCulley  

9th Infantry Division  

WMcCulley45@Gmail.com  
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WORLD WAR II HISTORICAL RE - ENACTMENT SOCIETY 

MAY 2015  

 

Account Balances as of April 30, 2015  

 

PNC Bank Non - Profit Ch ecking Account      $12,588.19  

PNC Bank Mon ey Marke t Account             $48,363.04  

Wells Fargo Bank Accoun t                  $   302.20  

                                         ___________  

Account Totals                            $61,253.43  

 

Income for April 2015  

April Membership Income                 $ 1,030.00  

Interest from Money Market A ccount      $     2.18  

                                        ___________  

Total Income                            $ 1,032.18  

 

Expenditures for April 2015  

Email Marketing Service                 $    12.80  

Post age                                 $     9.80  

                                        ___________  

Total Expenditures                      $    22.60  

 

 

Year To Date Membership In come          $  8,380.00  

Year To Date Interest Income            $      9.58  

Year To Date Expenditures               $  7,221.37  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted  

Wayne McCulley  

HRS Treasurer  

 

WORLD WAR II HISTORICAL RE - ENACTMENT SOCIETY 

�7�5�(�$�6�8�5�(�5�¶�6��REPORT  

1st QUARTER 2015  

23 May 2015  
 

BEGINNING BALANCES 

PNC Bank Non - Profit Checkin g Account      $11,429.56  

PNC Bank Mone y Market Account             $48,353.46  

Wells Fargo Bank Accou nt                  $   302.20  

                                          __________  

TOTAL BEGINNING BALANCES                  $60,085.22  

 

 

INCOME 

Membership Dues Income                     $ 7,350.00  

PNC Bank Money Market Account Interes t Income   $7.40  

                                          __________  

TOTAL INCOME                              $ 7,357.40  

 

 

EXPENDITURES 

Email Marketing S ervice                  ($    38.40)  

Postage Charges                          ($    33.19)  

Annual Post Office Box Rental             ($    80.00)  

Membership Card  Supplies                  ($    71.43)  

Liability Insurance                       ($ 6,205.75)  

Directors and  Officers Insurance         ($   744.00)  

Illinois Secretary of State A nnual Repor t ($    10.00)  

Illinois Sec retary of State Certificate of ($   16.00)  

Good Standing  

                                          ___________  

TOTAL EXPENDITURES                        ( $7,198.77)  

 

 

ENDING BALANCES 1st QUARTER 2015  

PNC Bank Non - Profit Checking Accou nt       $11,580.79  

PNC Bank Money Market Account              $48,360.86  

Wells Fargo Bank  Account                   $   302.20  

                                            _________  

TOTAL ENDING BALANCES                      $60,243.85  

 

Respectfully submitted  

Wayne McCulley, HRS Treasurer  

 

 

 


